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PERFECT(SIMPLE PAST) SUFFIXES

S
IN

G
U

LA
R

 1p ïne mäṭṭahu I came -hu 

 2pm antä mäṭṭah you came -h 

 2pf ančï⚠ mäṭṭaš you came -š 
 3m ïssu mäṭṭa he came -a
 3f ïsswa mäṭṭačč she came -čč

PL
U

RA
L  1p ïňňa mäṭṭan we came -n 

 2p ïnnantä mäṭṭaččïhu you came -aččïhu 
 3p ïnnässu mäṭṭu they came -u 

RE
S

P.  2p ïrso mäṭṭu You came -u 

 3p ïssaččäw mäṭṭu He/She came  -u 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .came

🞒 David, Addis Abäba mäče mäṭṭah? Helen, when did you come to Addis?
🞉 tïlant Addis Abäba mäṭṭahu I came yesterday to Addis.

🞒 Helen Ityop’ïya mäče mäṭṭaš? When did you come to Ethiopia?
🞉 kä 6(sïddïst) wär bäfit. antäss? I came to Ethiopia 6 months a go

🞒 basu mäṭṭa. Here comes the bus!
🞉 :) :)

🞒 Helen Addis Abäba mäče mäṭṭačč? When did Helen come to Addis? 
🞉 kä 2(hulätt) qän bäfit. 2 days ago. 

🞒 käyät mäṭṭaččïhu? Where did you come from?
🞉 käBahïr Dar mäṭṭan. We came from Bahir Dar. 

🞒 Helen ïnna David käyät mäṭṭu? Where did Davi and Helen came?
🞉 käAmerika mäṭṭu. They came from USA

➡ Further reading on this - Amharic Textbook, Wolf Leslau Page:  64 - 91
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🐈

🐶

mäče – when
tïlant - yesterday
basu - the bus

käyät- from where, kä – from
kä .... bäfit - ago
ïnna - andṭ - glottalized(explosive) sound
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PERFECT(SIMPLE PAST) NEGATIVE SUFFIXES

S
IN

G
U

LA
R

 1p ïne almäṭṭahum I didn't come al ... ahum 

 2pm antä almäṭṭahïm you didn't come al ... ahïm

 2pf ančï⚠ almäṭṭašïm you didn't come al ... ašïm 
 3m ïssu almäṭṭam he didn't come al ... am 
 3f ïsswa almäṭṭačïm she didn't come al ... čïm

PL
U

RA
L  1p ïňňa almäṭṭanïm we didn't come al ... anïm 

 2p ïnnantä almäṭṭaččïhum you didn't come al ... aččïhum 
 3p ïnnässu almäṭṭum they didn't come al ... um

RE
S

P.  2p ïrso almäṭṭum You didn't come al ... um 

 3p ïssaččäw almäṭṭum He/She didn't come  al ... um

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .came

🞒 David, lämïn biro almäṭṭahïm? David, why didn't come the office?
🞉 amoň näbbär. I was sick. 

🞒 Helen, lämïsa lämïn almäṭṭaššïm? Why didn't you come for lunch?
🞉 gize alnäbbäräňïm I didn’t have time.

🞒 David biro mäṭṭa? Did David come to the office?
🞉 ay, almäṭṭam. No, he didn't come. 

🞒 Helen Addis Abäba mäṭṭačč? Did Helen came to Addis?
🞉 ay, almäṭṭaččïm No, she didn't come. 

🞒 säwočču mäṭṭu? Did the people come?
🞉 ay, gäna almäṭṭum. No, they didn't come. 

➡ Further reading on this - Amharic Textbook, Wolf Leslau Page:  92
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🐈

🐶
lämïn - why
amoň - i feeling sick
lä - for
mïsa - lunch
biro - office

ay - no
gize - time
säwočču- the people
gäna - yet

ṭ - glottalized(explosive) sound

 www.melataw.com      
     +251979096613ኛኛ

č – ch as in church
ğ – j as in joke
š – sh as in she
ž – as j in ‘je’ in french 
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RELATIVE PERFECT(PAST?
S

IN
G

U
LA

R

 1p ïne yämäṭṭahut that I came yä ... t

 2pm antä yämäṭṭahäw that you cmae yä ... äw 

 2pf ančï yämäṭṭašïw that you came yä ... ïw 
 3m ïssu yämäṭṭaw  that he came yä ... w  
 3f ïsswa yämäṭṭaččïw that she came yä ... ïw 

PL
U

RA
L  1p ïňňa yämäṭṭanäw  that we came yä ... äw  

 2p ïnnantä yämäṭṭaččïhut that you came yä ... t 
 3p ïnnässu yämäṭṭut that they came yä ... t 

RE
S

P.  2p ïrso yämäṭṭut that You came yä ... t 

 3p ïssaččäw yämäṭṭut that He/She came  yä ... t

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .that came

🞒 David,yämäṭṭahäw kämïn hagär näw? David, where  are you from? 
🞉 ![ïne] yämäṭṭahut kä-Amerika näw. I am from the US. 

🞒 Helen,yämäṭṭašïw kämïn hagär näw? Helen, where are you from?
🞉 ![ïne] yämäṭṭahut kä-Kenya näw. I am from Kenya. 

🞒 Tomas yämäṭṭaw kämïn hagär näw? Where is Tomas from?
🞉 Tomas yämäṭṭaw kä-Ïngliz näw.  Tomas is from England. 

🞒 Lisa yämäṭṭaččïw kämïn hagär näw? Where is Lisa from?
🞉 Lisa yämäṭṭaččïw käğärmän näw. Lisa is from Germany.

➡ Further reading on this - Amharic Textbook, Wolf Leslau Page: 332
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yä- relative element (that, which) 
(-ä/ï)w, -t  relative article  (the / it )

In Amharic, it is common to use relative clauses. For example, instead of 
directly asking 'Where do you come from?', it is more natural to say, 'From 
what country is it that you came?'

ṭ - glottalized(explosive) sound

! Note the personal pronouns in Amharic are usually omitted. 

kämïn - from what
hagär - country
kä - from
näw - is
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č – ch as in church
ğ – j as in joke
š – sh as in she
ž – as j in ‘je’ in french 
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