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came

Amarinfia Qds Bdqds A11 Chapter 1

~ N
| PERFECT(SIMPLEPAST) SUFFIXES
() ine mdttahu I came -hu
o
< antd mattah you came -h
3 anéi/A\  mdttas you came ==
Z
b issu mdtta he came -a
L) iss"a mattac ¢ she came -¢¢
= iffa mdttan we came -n
= innantd  madtta&&ihu you came -a&&ihu
=l
a inndssu  mattu they came -u
o irso mattu You came -u
o issa¢dw mattu He/She came -u
- /

t - glottalized(explosive) sound

¢ - chasin church
g-jasin joke
§-shasinshe

David, Addis Abdba mdée mdttah?
tilant Addis Abdba mdttahu

Helen Ityop'iya md¢e mattas?
kd 6(siddist) war bdfit. antdss?

basu mdtta.

)

Helen Addis Abdba mdée madttaéé?
kd 2(huldatt) qdn bafit.

kaydt madttaccihu?
kdBahir Dar mdttan.

Helen inna David kdydt mdttu?
kdAmerika mdttu.

mdce - when

filant - yesterday  Kkd ...
inna - and

basu - the bus

Further reading on this - Amharic Textbook, Wolf Leslau Page: 64 - 91

7 -as jin'je in french
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Helen, when did you come to Addis?
I came yesterday fo Addis.

When did you come to Ethiopia?
I came to Ethiopia 6 months a go

Here comes the bus!

D)

When did Helen come to Addis?
2 days ago.

Where did you come from?
We came from Bahir Dar.

Where did Davi and Helen came?
They came from USA

kdydt- from where, kd - from

bdfit - ago
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PERFECT(SIMPLE PAST) NEGATIVE| SUFFIXES
g () ine almdttahum I didn't come al ... ahum
o
*é. < antd almdttahim you didn't come al ... ahim
S 8 anéi/\  almattasim you didn't come al ... adim
= Z . . C g
o b issu almdttam he didn't come al ... am
9 L (Bf ) issva almdttacim she didn’t come al ... &im
:§'
“ ? TAfia almdttanim we didn't come al ... anim
@ o innantd  almatta&ihum  you didn't come al ... a&&ihum
=
?E el inndssu  almdttum they didn't come al ... um
|
=}
£
< %\ irso almdttum You didn't come al ... um
é issaccdw almdttum He/She didn't come  al ... um
- /
O David, ldmin biro almdttahim? David, why didn't come the office?
amon ndbbdr. T was sick.
Helen, ldmisa ldmin almatta$sim? Why didn’t you come for lunch?
© gize alndbbdrdnim I didn't have time.
0 David biro matta? Did David come to the office?
° ay, almattam. No, he didn't come.
o0 Helen Addis Abdba mattac¢? Did Helen came to Addis?
ay, almdttaé&im No, she didn't come.
sdwoc¢u mattu? Did the people come?
% © ay, gdna almdttum. No, they didn't come.
- Y
ldmin - why ay - no
amon - i feeling sick gize - time
ld - for sdwoCcu- the people
misa - lunch gdna - yet

t - glottalized(explosive) sound biro - office

¢ - chasin church

§-shasinshe Further reading on this - Amharic Textbook, Wolf Leslau Page: 92
7 -as jin'je in french
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4 N
| RELATIVE PERFECT(PAST? |
() ine ydmdttahut that I came yd ... T
o
': <| @2pm> antd ydmdttahdaw that you cmae yd ... aw
42_ T anc’i ydmattasiw that you came yd ... Tw
Z
-::; i issu ydmadttaw that he came yd ... w
- L iss"a ydmdttac ¢iw that she came yd ... Tw
<
:g ? infia ydmadttanaw that we came yd ... aw
@ = innantd  ydmdttaé&ihut  that you came yd ... T
9 =
& o inndssu  ydmattut that they came yd ... t
o
<
£ E irso ydmadttut that You came yd ... T
S
£ é‘z’/ issa¢cdw ydmadttut that He/She came yad ... T

yd- relative element (that, which)
(-d/M)w, -t relative article (the/it)

In Amharic, it is common to use relative clauses. For example, instead of
directly asking ‘"Where do you come from?', it is more natural to say, 'From
what country is it that you came?’

David,ydmdttahdw kamin hagdr naw? David, where are you from?
I[ine] yamdttahut kd-Amerika ndw. I am from the US.
Helen,ydmdttasiw kdmin hagdar ndaw? Helen, where are you from?
I[ine] yamdttahut kd-Kenya ndw. I am from Kenya.
Tomas ydmdttaw kdmin hagdr naw? Where is Tomas from?
Tomas ydmdttaw kd-Ingliz ndw. Tomas is from England.
Lisa ydmdttac ¢iw kdmin hagdr naw? Where is Lisa from?

© Lisa ydmdttac¢iw kdgarmdn ndw. Lisa is from Germany.

| Note the personal pronouns in Amharic are usually omitted.

kdmin - from what

hagadr - country

kd - from
t - glottalized(explosive) sound naw - is
¢ - chas in church
g-jasin joke
§-shasinshe Further reading on this - Amharic Textbook, Wolf Leslau Page: 332
7 -as jin'je in french
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